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secure continuity of employment was relinquished : instead
the machinery of the poor law was utilized to relieve the
distress created by unemployment. The fact that the
workers had no safeguard against dismissal threw them
upon their own resources. They were forced to shoulder
responsibilities which had hitherto been the province of the
State, and to rety upon their own efforts for the maintenance
of their standard of life. It is therefore significant that the
change in public policy was shortly followed by the rapid
growth of trade unions, which sprang into prominence as
soon as the State relaxed its control over economic life. In
another direction we observe how the Civil War loosened Technical
social ties and weakened the respect for economic usages. *WMflwl*
During many centuries the institution of apprenticeship was
the basis of organized industrial society. Although nomin-
ally it remained obligatory, a process of disintegration set in
owing to a marked disinclination to administer the system.
Parliament steadfastly refused to lend its support to the
old Elizabethan code, and apprenticeship was deprived of
its legal guarantees. While the system of technical training
held its ground successfully in normal times, its survival was
a matter of custom rather than compulsion. An increasing
volume of public opinion, responding to the needs of an
expanding trade, advocated the removal of restraints, many
of which were now clearly antiquated. Sir Josiah Child,
one of the leaders of the business world in the seventeenth
century, announced the gospel of economic freedom. " To
improve and advance trade [we must] begin the right way,
casting off some of our old mistaken principles in trade,
which we inherit from our ancestors". Among the
'common errors' of the day he included the notions that
" none shall use any manual occupation except he has been
apprentice to the same ", and that " to suffer artificers to
have as many apprentices as they will is to destroy trade J*.
And finally the national regulation of industry, which was standard-
designed to standardize the production of staple wares, fell ™*™ °f
into disfavour. The revolt against industrial legislation was
due primarily to the irksome restrictions which it imposed
on the entrepreneurs, but it was seconded by other causes.

